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his brethren return’d from captivity, about thir- 
teen years before, underZerubbabel and Ezra, in 
order to rebuild the temple and city ; which had 
now, according to the prophecy, lain wafte ‘fe- 
venty years. 

But when he fou: “by an account given him 
by fome of his brethren who had return'd from 
Judea, the yet defolate condition of his ancient 
city and country, being a good man and a true 
patriot, he was greatly affected, and pafs’d {everal 
days in fafting and tears and dolefal retirement : 
And then addrefs’d himfelf to God in the moft 
humble prayer and Jupplication for them. 

The fubftance of which is thus given by a 
learned paraphratt. 

Lord of heaven and governor of all things ! 
who art infinitely juft and tremendous in thy 
judgments upon the difobedient ; and faithful to 
all.thy promifes to thy dutiful fervants : Lend a 
gracious ear to the cries of a diftrefs'd Ifraclite, 
humbly confefling his own and his father’s i ipi- 
quities ; and lamenting the calamities of his na- 
tion, thine own chofen people. 

Let it fuffice that they have thus long felt 
and {marted under the heavy ftrokes of thy righ- 
teous difpleafure, and, with all contrition beg 
again to be reftor’d to thy whirlies favor and 
protection. 

Remember how thy earlieft fure ‘iui of 
punifhing their wickednefs with the lofs of their 
dear country, were ftill accompanied with a gra- 

cious 


— = 
cious promife, that their repentance fhould at laft 


retricvc it seaif 3 and caufe them ftill to be own'd. 


by thee for thine-zaberitance ; for whofe fakes 


thou haft done fuch marvellous things in’ the 


fight of all nations. 

Have mercy upon the multitude of the guilty, 
for the fake of thofe who’are truly penitent,and 
fincerely defire thy true honour and wor{hip. | 

Make me the inftruament of procuring - their 
fafety and taking away their reproach, by bleffing 
the endeavours | am now going to ufe with the 
Perfian Emperor jin their favour.” 

Here was a true patriot indeed ! Here was a 
man who fought the good of his country ! and 
fought it from principle, and in the right way ! 

Firft he mourn'd for their diftrefs ; then he 
Jofied and pray'd, and befought the God of Hea- 
ven to direc? and profper him: And then-he 
ufed the moft likely means he could think of to 
procure their relief; Which was. by ufing -his 
intereft with the Emperor to get a commiffion to 
go himfelf and help them. © x 5 

And God profper’d him-~——He went and re- 


liev'd them in a moft wonderful manner ! 


O how happy for us if we had fuch a friend 
in the Britifh Court, who had fuch influence with- 


the King in this evilday ! What great things 
might he, under God, do. for us! Bue alas tho’ 
we have, like the diftrefs'd Jews, ‘many enemics, 
yet we have no'luch powerful friend to €xert 
himfelf in our favour ! +s y Sates 
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the worfhip 


yit, and his excellent conduc amid his country’s 

“He came arid encouraged the Jews, and fet 
about repairing the city, and finifhed it, though 
he was derided and counteracted and plotted a- 
gainft continually ; and though they were called 
rebels by many powerful enemies in. the neigh- 
bourhood, and even by a number of theNoBirs 
or JupaH, who join’d with their heathen. ad- 
verfaries.againft hime 0 oi bore al) oa 
_ After this, though they. were, in..their, own 
Jand, dwelt again in their city Jerufalem,and had 
of the temple: reftor’d, yet they were 
in a poor, weak and diffre/s'd condition \to what 


they were before their late troubles... : 
And therefore we read, in the beginning of 


this Chapter—That, . im the twenty-fourth day of 


this month the children of Trael were affembled 
with fafling and with fackeloths,,and with earth 
upon them. «ind the feed of Ijrael feparated 
themfelves from all frangers, ‘and flood and con- 
fefjed thei fins and the iniquities of their fotert: 
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“Then they fecounted the many fignal favors 
to them and to their fathers, and the ill fetuins 
they had made: and then pray that God will 
put ao end to their grievous troubles. 

- owbeit (fay they) thou art juft in a// that is 
brought upon us ; for thou haft done right, but 
we have done wickedly. , 


And the prayer concludes in the words of my 


text, Wherein they recount their calamities, and: 
y é ’ 


promife to renew theif covenant with God. 
Behold we are fervants this day ; and for the 
land whith thou gaveft unto our fathers, to eat 
the fruit thereof and the good thereof ; behold we 
are fervants in it. 
And it yieldeth much increafe unto the kings 
which thou haft fet over us, becaufe of our fins. 
“Alfp they have dominion over our bodies, and over 
our cattle, at their pleafure ; and we are in great 
diftrefs ! That is, though we are, through di- 
vine goodnefs, in ourown land ; yet we are but 
Servants and tributaries. We are not allow'd to 
call the country our own: The Lord, indeed, 


gave this good land to our fathers to improve and. 


enjoy all the bleflings of it : But now thofe 


whom the Perfian Emperor hath placed over us— - 


(whether by right of not) are our Lords and 
Mafters : And we hold all our bleffings, even 
our Effates and Lives, but as tenants at W2// and 
PRIME: = RS PER SO ® 1 

It yieldéth much increafe (for it is a good 


. " * . se Ye 
land) unto the Kings, which for our Sins, God. 


B. fufers 
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fuffers to lord it over us. But we can call no- 
thing our own: For, they claim abfolute domi- 
Hien over our Bodies, our Cattle and all that we 
have, to call for it and difpofe of it at their plea- 
fare: So that in a word, we are in great diftrefs. 
_ And, becaufe of all this, we make a fure cove- 
nant, and write it ; and our Princes, Levites and 
Prichs feal untoit. = 
That is, (as one expreffes the fenfe) “ and 
though even what we now enjoy be much more 
than we deferve ; yet do thou ftill’caft an eye of 
further pity upon the mifery of our ‘condition, 
accept our prefent repentance, and that folemn 
engagement we now; all of us lay ourfelves un- 
der, to be obedient for the future, to thy holy 
commands.” ~\ 5 rs PRR Ree eee ee 
Upon thefe words, thus introduecd,and open- 
ed, I fhall make the following obfervations, v7zz.. 
\. That fome people may jufily call the land they 
live in, their own, by a divine gift to their fathers. 
Tl. That yet, fuch is the tyranny and oppreffion 
of the kings of the earth, that, where there is the 
clearcft title, the owners are fometimes deprived of 
it, or of the bleffings of it,hich ts the fame thing. 
Ill. That it is for a people's fins, when God 
Suffers this to come upon them. 
“1V. That though a people are fuffered to live in 
their own Land, and it be ever fo good in itfelf, 
jet if they bold all their bleffings only at the plea- 
fare of others, and can call nothing their own, they 
art, firitly ypeaking, fervants, and not freemen : 
and muft be in great diftrefs. V. That 
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V. That it becomes fuch a plople: to fly unto 
God by Jolemn Safting and prayer, for relief, even 
after they lave done all they can for ther own 

pre 

ee they would, on good grounds, hope for 
Success, they fhould renew their covenant with 
God, or lay themfelves under the moft folemn ob- 
ligations to be an obedient and holy people, “sh the 
dime to come. 

A. Then I objerve—That Jome People may jufi- 
b. call the Land they live in, their own, by a di- 
to their fathers. 

» So Hfrael, in this prayer, call’d the land of Ju- 
dea,—the land which thou gaveft unto our fathers : 
And which therefore they implicitly call their 
own by inheritance from them. 

And fare there was no room to vdlipase their 
title, if God, the great Proprietor of the world: 
had aright to difpofe of it: For he gave it to 
Ifrael, for a ‘poffeflion, as the f{criptures abun- 
_ dantly teftity ; fo that I need not ftand to quote 

particular. paflages. betes 
This latid therefore was sdadubisably. their's; fo 


their's, that no body underHeaven had a right to_ 


deprive them of it, nor. could do it without wrong 

and injuftice ; for it was their's (as 1.mzy fay) 
by deed of gift from the great Lord of all. — 

Nor were they the only people in the marl 

who.could challenge a juft right and title, yea a 

divine one, to the country they poffefs’d. For 

God originally gave the whole Earth to the fone 
B2 ° 


or 
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of-men\to-be divided among thems “-AndewHere- 


- ever.any went and found any part of the Earth 


unpoffeged, or fairly purchased ot the rightful 
pofjeffors, they alfo might juftly call it thew own 
fand, their. proper inheritance, given them by 
God; though not. fo expr {sly given as Canaan 
was to Ifracl... Nor will, or can this be denied 
by.any who pretend to have any. jaf? poffeffions 
on Earth : fo thar I need not enlarge... But may. 
proceed:to obferve— | Spake arkae k 

of the Kings of the earthy. that; where there is 


«the, Clearef title, the ownersare fometimes depri- 
ved of it, or of the bleffings of it; which is the 


Satan bits vd signing aati pene. d¢ esc 4 oie 
_ So it was 7 the cafe before us. «The King of. 
Afpria came up againft Mrael, only-from a lott 
of power, and to, fpread his. dominions ;came up 
againit Ifracl and difquicted.them in their poffet- 


 fions, the 
yea: deftroyed their city and:country, to which 


he had no pretence: of right (unlefs. it was that 
Abrakamthe| aneeftor of this mation-anciently 
emigrated, from, Chaldea-a part of his empire, 
whieh was too.abfurd..to mention) yet he came. 
and:carried them away captive ; and /eventy years 
detainedthem.in kis own land ; and grievoufly - 
afflifted them. — - ’ ones tt 


Z ~ » Bur at length, the Lord: had, compaffion:en. his 


People, and ftirred up Cyrus and afterwards other 


Kings to.give them sIcave to return to.their own 


land, 
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land, and. rebuild tei ci aecvinis trou- 
blous times. “pt er 
. But yet-even 2 ia hey,’ held Tube) maderayi- 
Phe. and. challenged-the difpofal of them and of . 
all they had, at their pleafure ; becaufe.they had 
fo todo, though no pretence of right at all. 
"For, if mere conqueft gives right, then right 
and power mutt be the fame thing : and:fo everf 
man as well as a King muft have a right»to.do 
whatever he has power to de. And theh there 
could be no fuch thing as oppreffion in the world +: 
which is moft.abfurd and impious to affert ! “ Z 
And yet this has been. * may almoft fay the a 
manner of the: King’s. of the earth) though — . 
_ they dare not avow the. principle, yet they»have: j 
acted. as. if they thought they had a right to do : 
whatever they:had power to do ; without-paying 
any regard torzght or wrong: Where they were’ 
able to overcome. their neighbours, and took:a. - 
fancy to their poffeffions, they have made it their 
‘practice, time out of mind, to go and: feize, by 
force, them,and their land : fometimes carrying | 
them away captive ; and at othertimes fuffering — 
them to live in their own Jand,.as tenants at will. 
under tribute 7and fometimes. under fuch cruel 
oppreflion as:to-deprive them of all the bleffings 
of a good and: fruitful land.» This is too: pees 
and melancholy.a truth todwell upon. s 
I proceed therefore. to obferve— 
MIL.. That itis for a people's fins rishhers Gs 
Siifers this: evil to: come upon them, inte: 
So 
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~ So Ifrael acknowledged in the text; and thro’ 

this whole prayer. aid ’ 
It yieldeth (fay they) much increafe to the 
. Kings which thoubath jet over us, BECAUSE OF 
GUR.BING.. hat! Seed tc: = 
_ And whoever. confiders the nature of God, 
apicshe righteoufnefs and kindnefs of his govern- 
ent, may be: fure that this is always the cafe : 
For, he doth not offic? willingly, nor needlefsly 
grieve the children of men. | He cannot delight 
in tyranny and oppreffion ! No, his Soul abhors 
‘it ; and though netometens Suffers it to punith 
an ungrateful people, who would ‘not be drawn 
by the cords of a man and the bands of pale 
yet we fee in the facred hiftory, that after he had- 
punith’d his people by fome baughty tyrants, he 
took his'time to punifh them alfo for their op- 
preflion. And never do we find a people forfa- 
ken of God who had not forfaken him firft. 
’~ And though we are {tumbled at the ways of 
30d, when we fee the world groaning for fo © 
many ages under the crueleft tyranny and op- 
prefion ; yer 1 doubt not, could we fee through 


the reafons of it, we fhould be fatisfied with the 
* divine proceedings. We fhould {ce that they 


were firft given vp to .fuch iguorance or. over- 
grown, wickedne/s, that it was.neceflary to curb 
them in this /ewere and rigorous way. 

And when «hey are fuitably humbled and 
brought to repentance, he delights in granting 
them deliverance,and never fails of. doing it. The 

ere Scripture 
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Scripture said indeed all biffory, = abun- 
dant witnefs of. this : And sherexen appeal. 
And proceed wt 4 

IVs To obferve, that Aoi a people ares veg 
fered to live in their own land, and it be ever fo 
le ateacas If, yet, of. te Dol all their bleffings, 

at the pleafure of o eT hauah te call pono sgis 4 
+ own, they are firitth ff ak | 
i aromas alles om Bret re ‘a 

‘This was the cafe of 
this. Fafi They were sn to their own 
land : But they were not allowed to call it their 
own. The Perfian Emperor had an abfolute 
power over them, and all that od had’; fo that 
they held all by the moft pr 
his will and pleafure. He 
their Silver, their'Gold, their ; 
and even’ their Perfons, and called for thera and 
difpofed of them at his pleafure. Babin my 


fay they— Behold, ‘we are Servants nies 
pig em are Servants in it ‘that | ? 


our. Hic DSM ee bie : > 
And fure itwas fo. They cekre suakciokok: 
but perfes Servants, ‘ifa foreign power had do- — 
minion over them and their fubftance. Such 
perfons really have no property atall. F ad can 
we call that ours, which others may calf for, and. 
take away, when they p leafe. Beery Slave in the. 
world may call himfelf ; a freeman as wellas thefez.. 
And moft of them with greater propriety. For 
moft of them are allow'd fomething which they. 
may call their's, And 
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ri hey who. ‘cannot call any thing their 

own ; let them live in a landylike Catan,” it is 

ee moked to them. abe 
vt po a twat ye a 

ch fi a Bie tif all befides 4a 

Y fit for fervice,. 

nuit O _in great 
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=. amid floods milk on he pot eu 

. And: hoeverfooks over th ‘World will find, 

fu Mbfotute dowision Wieland 

ople, they. are al aliiof univerfally re- 

“every cusbtons Dn ible te world’ 
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4 Could you WOE 1a6¥ ito the” dark places oF 
rt badd fee tet ctl of ‘cruelty, and 
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preffo % ‘de would see itty 
tender tieire “ake and ready to burft with ¢ rrief ? 
But I muft forbear. . And thall” only fad hat 
to hi our howfes, our ‘Tands, our cattle and goods, 
and all the ‘comforts of life, and‘even life tt elf, 
ana arious a tenure as that of the abfolute! 
by leafure of unfeeling lawle/s’mafters, {o 

oie ee may be ftrip’ d of them alli ina moment’ 
when’ they are our of temper, or even for’ every’ 
flight fault, i is itfelf Fa great difire/s, and mult em- 
bit poy ‘ape of setts and almon “make fe , 
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ifelf a burden ; efpecially to thofe who were 
born free, and were never in bondage to any man. 

And yet this is the beft any can hope for, who 
are once depriv'd of /iberty, or of the priviledges« 
of freemen. __._ 1 proceed to obferve, 

V. That it becomes'a people in fuch a diftre/s'd 
condition to fly unto God by folema fafting and 
prayer for relief, even efter they have done all 
they can for their own prefervation. Sosa 

So did Lael here. Nehemiah like a wife and 
prudent man, did not fic ftill and prefume upon 
providence ; but encourag’d the Jews to arife and 
build the wall of their city, and make it as de- 
fenfible as poffible againft the enemy ; and gave 
rorders to ufe all caution, fo as not to give their 
cnemics any advantage, by /butiing and barring 
the gates in feafon every night, &c. rs 

But, like a pious man, fenfible that all falva- 
tion is of the Lord, he counfel’d them not ‘to 
depend npon. their own wi/dom or firength ; but 
to commit their caufe to God. And therefore 
cali’d a folemn faft to humble themfelves before 


Godsendge Ge hee sc a 
And they affembled for this end,and mourned 
before hima ; and made confeffion of their fins, and 
poured out Jupplications to him to efpoufe their 
caufe,and deliver them from their opprefions, and 
from all their difreffes; and reftore them to that 

happy thate of freedom they once enjoyed. 
And what could be moie reafonable ? For, to 
whom fhall people go in their diftrcls of any 
kind 
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Kind, but unto Cod, who ean do all things for 
them ? And, particu 


Bish they are groaning 


urider the oppreffion of the great and powerful, 


to whom fhall they go for relief, but to him 

is greater and 7 than they, who fetteth 
m down, and overturns 
is pleafure, if it be neceffary, to 
ce for bis people. 


. The Lord is a fure refuge in fuch a time of 
: trouble. He is a ffrong ‘tower, and whofoever 
flics to him fhall be fafe, under the thadow of bis 
wings, againft all the powers on earth.” 
_ Bven the haughty Haman fhall fall before 
him, when he meditates, mifchief to the people 
of Ged. And proud Senacherib, when be vainly 
boafts of his numbers and firength,fhall be ftruck, 
as by a flath of lightning, and his mighty hoft, in 
which he trufted, become in one night dead corp/es. 
_ He can even fhut the mouths of hungry lions, 
or quench the hotteft furnace, when his- fervants, 
who truft in him, are ro be preferved. 

Only then Jet a people engage God on their 
fide, and. they need not fear what man can do 
unto them. 

- And in order to this,God expedts to be fought 
unto, in a public folemn manner ; and, that we 
humble ovrfelves before him. 

And our Saviour has taught us,that prayer,ac- 
companicd with fa/iny, has peculiar prevalence 
with heaven ; having faid (of the evil fpirit )— 
this kind goeth not out, but by prayer and fafling. 

And 
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And the people of God have prattic’d it in all 
ages, and found the benefit of it : And fo did 
Nineveb, when threatned with {peedy deftruéction, 
and were fpared.  _ 

And fo have our fathers in thcir day, and we 
in ours. 

In. this way.a people make a folemn appeal to 
God, as the great governor of the. world, 
when the powers of earth rife up againft them, 
and caft themfelves upon him. And. the Lord 
expects to be acknowledgd,, if we need his 
help : And we have no ‘reafon to look for it 
without, iii 

Moreover fuch a day is defign’d as a day of 
humiliation for, our fins, which have procur’d the 
evils which are upon us. And _ this, if fincerc, 
can't but be acceptable to God. And we know 
tbat he hath faid—He that humbleth himfelf 
fhall be exalted. (Luke xiv. 11.) And if fucha 
day is not. a_day of fincere humiliation, it is a 
Re 

Which leads me to the next obfervation, 

VI. That if a people would on good grounds 
hope for fucce/s, they fhould renew their covenant 
with God ; or lay themfelves under the moft folemn 
obligations to bean obedient and holy people, for 
the time to come. 

Se did Ifrael at this time. 

And because of all this, we make a fure cove- 
nant,and write wt; and our Princes, Levites and 
Pricfs feal unto it. 
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Phe covenant was fign’d and feal’d by the 


iinet perfons And the reff of the people 
took a folemn oath to do as’ the faberibers had 
engag’d. 

What the covenant was, you fee “im ae next 
eee ‘4 a ‘i = ss 
op RII. cnera the coverinte —to walk im 
eet it sens d to ey a and do all “the com- 
mandments of the Lord their God; and his judg- 
‘ments, and his fratutes ? Particularly. ‘that they 
would not intermarry with the heathen—that 
they would keep the /abbath religioufly—and 
the fabbatical year—punétually pay their tribute 
to the temple—and give the Pricits and Levites 


their icc. no more ane the disse of their 


God. 
_ And what can it hai to Greterid to humble 
‘ourfelves before God, on fuch a day, and to con- 


— fefs our fins, unlefs we alfo engage to forfake 
“them, and do better for the time to come? 


And if a folemn covenant was drawn vp, in 
which we fhould bind ourfelves to God and one 
another to reform the grofs evils which are found 
among us, and to be in all things an obedient and 
holy people, it might be well. 

- his formal and folemn renewing the cove- 
‘nant has been practiced by fome chriftian focietics, 

aod recommended by others. And Iam ready 
ro think ie might haye a good effet. 

Vuethe leaft people can do on fuch-a day 1s.to 
‘Yefolve and engage, in the moft ferious and. deli- 

berate 
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berate manner,to reform all our cry/ 
which have provok’d God againft 
and ferve him for the time to con 
_ this, they do nothing at all to purpofe, a 
expect no: bleffing. . Scripture ane reafon 
confpire. to affure us ef this ; and/no. thinking 
mancan doubt. | > 


Thus have I gone through with thet c feveral ¢ , ‘obs 


fervations from the words, and) fhall, now, con- 3 
clude with fome. application and improvement.. : 
And now, methinks, almoft every. thing that ] 


has-been faid, is naturally applicable to. ourfelves 
in this evil day : And we can hardly, help {eeing 
the improvement we ought to. make. | 
However, I fhall take.a littlepains to apply.it, 
and.to.prefs the improvement. cc td 
Now if any people on earth, fince the Jews, 
have a right to call the land. they live in. thea 
own, and to fay God gave it to exr fathers—we 
may fay it. ' i A ehatbiei’, stale. 
About an hundred and fifty-four. years. fince, 
our fathers were driven by, the then raging. per- 
{ecution, out of the land of their nativity, ; and 
came to feek in the wilds of .4merica (then, cal; 
led the new world) that liberty which they. were 
denicd at home, (but little thought they fhould 
ever be denied here.).. They came with the 
King’s leave, tho’. at their own) expence, (and a 
vaft expence it was, no lefs, by. the faireft and 
lowe computation, than TWo .-HUNDRED 
TROUSAND POUNDS STERLING, the fettling 
this fingle province.) They 
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“They found it an howling wildernefs, defitute 
and doleful ! And about half the number of the 
firft adventurers died the firft’ winter under the 
unparallell’d hardfhips they fuffered. oe 
However, God was with them,and encourag’d 
them ; and fertled them inthis land ;—an hand- 
ful of men from whom, with fome additions af- 
terwards, have arifén this great multitude, who 
now occupy the land. © 7 9 
And, as no body on earth had any title to 

this land but the original inhabitants—our tathers 
got leave of them to fertle, and made peace with 
them, and fairly purchas'd their lands of them. 

The king had no right'to give it, nor the pco- 


ple of England, for it was- not their's to give. 


But God gave our fathers favour in the ‘eyes of 
the people of the land ; and they obtain'd their 
title to thefe lands ; which was as good as the 
people of Eugland have to theirs ; or-any other 
people under heaven. All pretences to the con- 
trary are vain and frivolous to the laft degree. 
Surely then the land is ours. The Lord our 
God gave it unto’ our fathers : And we have it 
by inheritance from them. Phere is no’ better 
title this day on earth. 

And yet, if a title could be given by the king, 
we have that alfo, in our charter ; which was a 
folemn covenant between hint and our fathers ; 
in which they engag’d to be his /ubjects, though 
remov'd out of his dominions to the ends of the 

earth, 
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earth, on condition of. their enjoying by his 
means, all the rights and privileges of Briti/b 
fubjects 3 {one of which be fure was the fafe en- 
joyment of our property.) “Se phaid i 

And this they depended upon enjoying when 
they ventur'd their lives and fortunes to extend 
the Britith empire to this end of the world. 
_ And yet /acred as this charter was, Pay 
as we deferv'd it, by: the hardfhips we | uffer’d, 
and the immenfe advantage we have been to the 
jJand of our forefathers nativity ; yet, in a popifh 
feign, (that of James the fecond) our charter was 
taken away ; and, fo hard was our fate, after all 
our expenfive folicitations, only the fhadow of it 
could be recovered ; tho’ it was the only ene loft 
in vbat general wreck of charters, which was not 
reftored, at the revolution. ts, ae 

And now, after. we have render’d chearfully 
-all the fervice in our power to our nation—in 
reducing Cape-Breton, Nova-Scotia and Canada : 
Seme of which we did in a manner alone ; and 
in the whole did much more than our proportion : 
Yet, becaufe we reap fome benefit hereby, as foon 
as we have &ruggled thro’ innumerable difficul- 
tics and diftrefles for a century and an half, and 
begin fome of us,to live alittle comfortably in this 
wildcrnefs, they envy us our happincfs, and thirft 
after our inheritance. And. becaufle they have 
4quandered away. the nation’s money in the moft 
fhameful manner, and by this bad hufbandry are 
got immenfely in debt ; behold, they threaten to 
take 
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_ take away all our Aberty and property,and to re- 
duce us to flavery and beggary. 

And, which is moft aggravating, the king’s re- 
venue, it feems, is not helped by it. 

_ But the money extorted from us is given to 
placemen and penfioners hete, who are to be our 
tafk-mafters to afi us, and riot on our fpoils ! 

Is it merely then to impoverith us that we are 
‘to be thus fleec’d to the fkin ? No! The plot is 
deep, and worfe is yet behind ! Thefe men arc 
by this means to be attach’d hereby to their in- 
tereft, and to be their spres and INFORMERs 
againft us from time to time. 

They expeé& letters from them like thofe from 
the enemies of Judah in the days of Ezra. (See 
Ezra iv. 14.) ow, FORASMUCH AS WE HAVE 
MAINTENANCE FROM THE Kine’s Pa- 
LACE, and it was not meet for us to fee the kitig’s 
- difbonour, therefore we have fent and certified the 
Rite Shee os Oe, ; : ; 

Ta fhort,their language feems to be that of the 
Egyptians concerning Iftael, ( Exod. 1. 10, dc.) 

Come on, let ys deal wifely with them, lef they 
multiply, &e, 

And their policy was much the fame. They 
Set Tafk-mafters over them, to affiict them. And 

made their fives bitter with. hard bondage—and 
rigorous fervice. 

Bur behold ! how heaven counteracted them : 
For, the more they affiicted them, the more they 
multiplied and grew. ; 

And 


Eee = | 
_ And when they faw that this did not do,being 
determin’d, if poffible, by right or by wrong, to 
carry their point,(for tyranny once begun has no 
bounds) they took the moft horrid method ever 
heard of : They fent out a dloody decree, and or- 
der'd the midwives to Rill every male child as foon ~ 
as it was born. Who could believe human na- 
ture capable of this ?) Who can think of it with- 
out horror? Bleffled be God it is not quite come 
to this with us yet. But who knows how foon 
PEG Eee 
- But did the midwives obey the King’s decree ? 
No! They feared God, and difobey’d the King. 
And it was fo far from dilpleafing God, that he 
preferv’d them from the wrath of the King, and 
profper’'d and ble/s'd them for fearing God more 
than man. And fo, I doubt nor, if we fear God 
more than man, fhall we'alfo be preferv’d and 
blefs'd. 
But what a deplorable condition are we re- 
dac’d to, by the tyranny of fome that are over us ! 
Many ways have been devis’d to opprefs and 
enflave us: But when we fought the Lord, he ap- 
pear’d for us, and deliver’d us from one fnare 
after another. The crucl decrees againft us were 
repeal’d : and we hop’d again to fee good days. 
For, tho’ they kept up their exorbitant claim of 
making laws to bind us tN ALL CAS?S WHATE- 
veR,which included a power to difpofe of us, and 
all that we have, at their will and pleafure ; yet 
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PT he murder-af fince pafs’d, I think, comes but little fhore 
of it: and might juftify the very thing. 
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we flatter’'d ourfelves they would never exercife 
this pretended right ; but ic would forever lay 


dormant. 
But we have found ourfelves miftaken. They 


have fram’d laws to extort our money from us 


without our confent ; to raife a revenue, and fo 
to make, at our expence, a fwarm of officers, 
dependent on them and independent on us ; which 
if continued, would no doubt alone eventually 
deftroy all our Jiberties. 

And becaufe we would not pay this tax ; but 
deftroy'’d the engine of opprejfion, when no other 
way was left us—Bchold they have now fhut 
up our capital, furrounded it with /bips, and fil- 
led it with foldiers,—ftop'd all their.trade, and 
left them to ftaive without remedy, except from 
the charity of their more humane brethren ! 

And as if this was not enough to fatiate 
their fury—dil/ls have pafs’d the two hoxfes—and 
doubilefs long ere now are fign’d by the king, * 
to take away every charter-right worth contend- 
ing for, too many to be enumerated ; and too 
grievous and oppreffive ever to be borne by any 
free people, if Heaven puts any lawful means in 
their power to prevent it. 

And what further is meditated by the men of 
blood, we know not: But many things are to 
be fear’d upon too good grounds. Particularly, 
many think there is a defign, and will be an at- 

tempt, 


* The truth of this was foon. confirm’d, and the Canada Bill 
~ added to them, 
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tempt, to feize our belt friends, and:-carry them 
home for tryal ! For tryal did 1 fay ? No! aor 


execution ! 
But theLord reigneth, let the carthrejoice ! He 


can, and, I rruft, will, prevent this horrid Infule ! 


May we not now adopt almoft every word of 


my text—and fay—-—Behold we are Servants 
this day, &c. 

Bur, ler us now ferioufly pomieies ‘that it is 
for our fins that God fuffers all thefe evils to 
come upon us: He would never have thus /for- 
Jfaken us, if we had nor forfaken him firft. 

O let us realize: this, this day—and therefore 
fly to God by fafting and prayer, by humiliation 
and repentance. 

‘Eis God only who can help.us; without him 
vain is all human policy and delp. O that we 


were duly fenfible of this, and would rcligioufly 


caft all our care upon him! 

We muft indeed watch as well as pray: and 
not lie upon our faces and expeét miracles : This 
was not the way which good Nehemiah took: 
They. did all they could for their own fafety, and 
then..repair'd to the throne of grace, and caft 
themfelves upon divine mercy. ~Let us go .and 
do likewife. 

But there is one thing more in which we mutt 
imitate them, or all is in vain at Jaft: And that 


is—We muft covenant or folenmly engage this day . 


to reform our crying fins, and to become an obe- 
dient and haly people. 


D2 Don't 
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~ Don’t let us trifle in this part of our duty this 
day ! If we do we loofe all the reft. For, if we 
- till regard iniquity in our hearts, the Lord will 
not hear us. : 
Yea, if we will not forall thefe terrible things be- 
reformed, we have reafon to fear yet feven times 
worfe (if it can be) till we are utterly confumed. 

Oh, let us then, with one confent, fearch and 
try our ways and turn to the Lord. Let us ex- 
hort one another, and fay, with the Prophet— 
Come and let us return to the Lord, for he hath 

_ finitten, and he will beal us, be hath broken, and 
be will bind us up ; after two days he will revive 
us, and we fhall live in his fight. 

We have done nothing againft wen, our king 
or our brethren, to bring all this evil upon us, 
but what was judged abfolutely mecefary to pre- 
ferve our Liberty. 

And if there was any thing done amifs, fure 
it don’t deferve all this ! From man therefore [ 
take it to be clearly, unju/t, oppreffive and cruel, 
to the laft degree: and find this acknowledg’d 
by many of the Briti/h parliament themfelves. 
And who can judge otherwife ? For a wholecity, 
nay, a whole prevince is deftin’'d to deftruction, 
for the fuppos'd fault of a few, without ever 
having been charg’d with that faule ; nay, while 
eur great enemy has publickly declar’d, that even 
the town, as fuch, had no hand in it. And-we 
are concemn d UNTRIED, UNHEARD, contrary 

ro the fff principles of puflice in ail nations. 


But, 


But, againft God, we-may not fay—W hat have 
we done? But, rather,—W hat have we not done. 
to provoke his pure eyes to anger : ‘ 

Men may do us wrong; but God can do 
none. He has not fuffer'd all this evil to come 
upon us for nothing! No! But it is for our 
multiplied tranfgreffions. | 

And, if we would fand faft in our liberty, we 
muft fecure the divine favour : for in vain is fal- 
vation hoped for from any other quarter. 

God has done wonderful things for our fand 
in times paft, in fubduing the Enemies before us, » 
and in delivering us again and again from the 
yokes of bondage, which were prepared for us. 
And we rejoiced & fhouted abundantly. But, what 
fuitable returns have we made ? Did we become 
a holier and better people ? No !- verily ! Bat we 
have been, and ftill are, an evil and unthankful 
people. And, I fear, we grew worfe after all our 
mercies. Wickednefs of almoft every kind, I fear, 
prevail’d more than ordinarily. 

What ‘contempt of God and religion—of his 
word and wor/hip, and miniffers, and all that be- 
lonp’d to him ! —What horrid profanene/s— 

What filthine/s & uncleanne/s among our youth, 
till many are become a derifion !—What intem- _ 

- perance—W hat injuflice & oppreffion! What hing 
and backbiting | What unchriftian firzfe & conten-~ 
tion in towns and churches! What thefts and bur- 
glaries —Y ea, what murders are found among us! 
"1s endicfs to reckon them up—it cannot be 
done! 7 But 
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Bur let every one iteaicl and /ee the plague of 


his own heart—yYea let us fearch out all our ini- - 
quities till we find none. And Iect us be bumbled 


‘and ‘lay in the duft—And mourn bitterly. before 
‘God for all the: abominations which are found a- 


mong us, as well as cry mightily unto God. 
Yea, let the counfel of the Lord be acceptable 


to you | this day—And let us break off from all 


our iniquities by righteoufaels, and from our 
tranfgreffions, by fhewing mercy to thofe who 
are poor and oppreffed among us, if it may be 


a lengthning of our tranquility. Without this, 


all our cries and tears are but a mockery, and 
will procure usa curfe inftead of a bleffing. 

And unlefs God be better to us than we are to 
curfelves,all the evils which hang over us,will fall 
upon us, and perhaps feventimes more (if: it can 


be) till we are reduc’d to the moft piles tate 


‘of mortals, if nor utterly defRroyed. 
And, if you, and this caele? will not hier, 
my foul; and the fouls of all the godly in the 


dand, hall weep in fecret places for your pride 


and flurbbornefs, and for all the calamities and 
diftrefzs which'a few days more may bring forth. 
O my brethren,—come and Jet us return to 
theGod of mercy, who delighteth to be gracious! 
Let us do it without delay! And who knows 
but the’ day in which our enemies hope to 
triumph in the overthrow of all our liberties, 
God may (as he did to his people of o'd, in the 


days of Laman) make the day of our deliverance 
* and 


esr I. 


and of the overthrow of our implacable enemies ; 
and fettle our rights on a firmer foundation than 
ever. 

Our fathers truffed in God, and he did deliver 
them. And the fame Lord yet reigneth, therefore 
let New-England, yea let the earth rejoice! For, 
I firmly believe, that if we are not grofly want- 
ing to ourfelves, but commit our felves and our 
caufe to the God of our fathers, in well doing, 
when we have fuffer’d a while, he will alfo deliver 
us. 

But, if not, the Lord prepare us for the mok 


evil days, which may be before us ; and giye us. 


grace fo to improve them, as to make us thirft 
more earneftly for a better world, where the 
wicked ceafe from Saga and the weary are at 


ref. 
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